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Winter, 2011 -2012  

Dear fellow IFLA members: 

I wish you and all your families Happy Holi-

days and a Very Happy 2012. IFLA had some 

successes in 2011. We were able to alleviate the 

pollution problem created by the dammed -up 

water on the north side of Mattawamkeag and 

stop the massive cutting by beaver near the 

boat ramp on Pleasant with the support of the 

State Fish and Game  Dept.  

Water sampling continued, but we ask each 

and every one of you to keep a close eye on 

what is going on around our beautiful area.  

Please let the Board know how we can improve 

our quality of life as it is important that we see 

with many more eyes.  I ask that you as indi-

viduals approach your neighbors and convince 

them to join the IFLA and to do this as soon as 

possible for in numbers we can make a differ-

ence.      

We will be hosting another Invasive Plant  

Workshop this coming summer to be held 

on  Pleasant Pond and survey various spots 

around the  waterôs edge.  If you have a contact 

at the local high schools, we would like to pro-

mote the workshop in science classes in an ef-

fort to train some up and coming young biolo-

gists. As you may be aware, there has been 

heavy timbering on the outlet end of Pleasant as 

well as mid lake  above the thoroughfare on Mat-

tawamkeag  this year.  I hope that the under-

brush has a chance to grow back by the spring/

summer rainy season. If you can check out 

Google Earth, you can really see what has been 

done. Although our current bylaws limit what we 

can do, we need to look at how best to put forth 

a unified position on all matters that affect the 

quality of our lakes and lives. This will be a tar-

get for this coming year.  

Again, let Esther and I  and our family wish 

you and your family a Happy and Healthy New 

Year.  

Norm Harte, President, IFLA  

Board of Trustees:   The present Board of Trus-

tees and their term expiration date:  

  Pam Oliver (2013)      Steve Edwards (2013)  

  Liz Clark (2013)         Eileen Botting (2013)  

  Peter Qualey (2013)   Sherry Pettyjohn (2012)  

  Norm Harte (2012)     Peter Powers (hon)  

                                   Jeff Clark (2014)  

 

Annual Around the Pond Canoe and 

Kayak Race: July 30, 2011  

 
Twelve hardy boats with 17 paddlers braved 

the threat of rain to participate Saturday, July 30 th , 

in the Island Falls Lakes Association (IFLA) annual 

Around - the -Pond Canoe/Kayak Races at Birch Point 

Lodge and Campgrounds on Pleasant Lake in Island 

Falls raising over $220 for the IFLA Scholarship in 

the Dollars for Scholars program.  The First Place 

winners are pictured above.  The races were spon-

sored by Birch Point, Jerryôs Thriftway, Bishopôs 

Market, Whiteyôs Market, Island Falls One-Stop, Va

-Jo-Wa Golf Course, and Porterôs Restaurant.  Al-

though the number of participants was down due to 

the threatening weather, all paddlers had a great 

time and got a free t -shirt and prizes.  

First Place winners pictured from left to right are: 

Heidi Pratt and Susan Phipps, Nick Haggan, Bob and 

Aimee Guerrette, David and Sharon Hathaway, Pe-

ter Blood and Kalley Curry, and Scott Boutilier.  

Nick Haggan placed first in the Student Kayak divi-

sion with a race time of 17:24 minutes.  
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Canoe & Kayak Races ~ July 30, 2011  

Race Results  

(Boat Number) and Times  

Student Kayak (age 15 -17)  

1st  Place Nick Hagan (8)               17:24  

2nd  Place Tyler McDonald (9)   17:47  

3 rd  Place Steve Fontaine (6)   24:14  

4 th  Place Zachary Lowry (7)   24:15  

Adult Kayak  

1st  Place Scott Boutlier (10)   22:54  

2nd  Place Michell Boulier (11)   23:18  

Mixed Tandem Kayak  

1st  Place Bob & Aimee Guerette (12)  17:46  

Mixed Double Canoe:  

1st  Place Sharon Hathaway &   16:47  

  David Hathaway (4)  

2nd  Place Brian MacDonald &   19:03  

                   Kelsey MacDonald (5)   

Womenôs Double Canoe: 

1st  place  Susan Phipps &               21:11  

  Heidi Pratt (2)  

Junior/Senior Mixed:  

1st  Place Peter Blood &    17:07  

  Kalley Curry (1)  

2nd  Place Jim Pettyjohn (3)   17:14  

Winter on the Lakes  

By Steve & Andrea Edwards  

Greetings everyone! Hope the holidays 

treated you well and that Santa found everyone 

healthy and wise!  

Most of you are around the lake in the sum-

mer and experience the life and throb of summer 

activities so this note will focus on winter.  Pleasant 

Lake ñbuttoned upò (frozen from end to end) on De-

cember 19 th  while Mattawamkeag Lake froze about 

a week earlier.  For reference, last year ice formed 

on Pleasant Lake about December 17 th .  

The early cold makes for safe ice for fisher-

men, snowsledders, cross country skiers and any 

others who make the frozen lakes their playground!  

On rare years, the lakes provide a beautiful skating 

rink that brings brave individuals of all ages out to 

skate in the coves and rarer still to the larger ex-

panses of the lake.  Letôs hope that Mother Nature 

helps us hold and improve these conditions.  By the 

end of winter, there will be over 3 feet of ice and 

fishermen will be adding extensions to their ice au-

gers!  

 If you get a chance, visit the IFLA (Island 

Falls Lakes Association) web pages hosted by the 

Crown of Maine website. ( http://www.iflakes.org/ ) 

Look for the web cam on Pleasant Lake; it is a won-

derful asset to help landowners and lake lovers to 

keep in touch with the Pond year round.  You might 

consider joining The Crown of Maine; for a small fee 

you can see archived web cam pictures and time -

lapse photos.  Bookmark this site and make a daily 

journey to see what is going on lakeside!  

 As winter marches on, the two lakes will be 

bustling with activity.  On a given weekend there 

can be over two hundred people on the lakes, some 

trying their luck at catching a salmon or trout, oth-

ers will be sledding, skiing or snowshoeing.  You 

might join others taking advantage of the hard 

packed trails to get out and just go for a walk.   

Choose your own personal type of entertainment 

and fun.  

 Each lake has some caution or danger areas 

to be mindful of if you are going to safely utilize the 

lakes in winter.  For Mattawamkeag, there is the 

thoroughfare, which is a strip of usually open water 

or unsafe ice.  It is where the river enters the lake 

and joins the upper and lower lakes.  On Pleasant 

Lake, the ice is usually safe but spring holes and 

certain weather conditions can make for surprising 

and unpredictable conditions.  Donôt assume that a 

track across ice is a signal of safe ice; common 

sense and knowing the recent weather events 

should also be considered.  Other things that can be 

hazardous, especially to sledders at night, are rocks 

and ice shacks that can crop up on a sledder quickly 

and whiteouts when the wind picks up.    

  

The directors of IFLA continue to work diligently 

for the future of our lakes as we feel it is vital.  If 

you have any thoughts or issues you feel we could 

aid in solving, please contact any of the directors, 

or feel free to come to any of our meetings - they 

are open to the public and you are welcome.  It is 

up to all of us to keep our lakes in good condition. 

http://www.iflakes.org/

